
Che AtlantaJournal-Constitution
PROOF OF

PUBLICATION
STATE OF GEORGIA

PUBLIC NOTICE

Before the undersigned authority personally appeared ,
who on oath says that he/she is a Legal

Advertising Representative of the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, a Daily newspaper published in

said City and State that is a newspaper of general circulation in Barrow, Bartow, Carroll,

Chattooga, Cherokee, Clarke, Clayton, Cobb, Coweta, DeKalb, Douglas, Fayette, Floyd, Forsyth,

Fulton, Gwinnett, Hall, Heard, Henry, Jackson, Jasper, Meriweather, Morgan, Newton, Paulding,

Polk, Rockdale, Walton, White, Banks, Butts, Dawson, Franklin, Gilmer, Gordon, Habersham,

Haralson, Lamar, Lumpkin, Madison, Monroe, Murray, Oconee, Pickens, Pike, Spalding, and

Whitfield Counties, and State of Georgia, and that the attached copy of Legal Advertising was

published 1 time(s) in said newspaper on 07/17/2025 and last date of Publication 07/17/2025.

CLASSIFIED ADS PLUS

17110 GUNN HWY

ODESSA, FL 33556

Invoice/Order Number: 0000874758

Ad Cost: $1,357.00

Paid: $1,357.00

Balance Due: $0.00

(Legal Advertising Agent)

Sworn or affirmed to
y brid subscribed before me, this 17th day of July, 2025 in Testimony whereof, | have hereunto set my

y ancyear aforesaid.

(Notary) Tyshawn Harrison

Notary Public - State of New York
Please see Ad on following page(s). No. 01HA0005298

Qualified in Erie County
Commission Expires 04/07/2027
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Request for Proposals (RFPs)
Multiple Opportunities Available
2 Proposal Deadlines as outlined below

by group:

August 21, 2025, by 11:00 AM ET and

September 4, 2025, by 11AM ET.

The Governing Board of the Central In-

diana Educational Service Center

(CIESC), acting as the Lead Public Agen-
cy on behalf of Edge Public and partici-
patin entities—including all —-12

schools, focal and state government
agencies, her education institutions,
and nonprofit organizations—is

seeking proposals from qualified ven-

dors for a range of RFPs:

Group 1 Retease date July 7, 2025,
deadline August 21, 2025, by 11:00 AM

€T

-Classroom Supplies including Head
Start and Furniture

-Playground Equipment, Surfaces, In-

stallation, and Related Services
-Audio Visual Supplies and Services

-Synthetic Turf Fields, Court Surfaces, --

Indoor Sports Flooring, and Related

Services

-Batteries, Power and Lighting

Group 2 Release date July 21, 2025,
deadline September 4, 2025, by 11:00

AM ET

-Mobile Device Management
-Medical Supplies including AED‘s
-Food service Equipment
-Air Filters and Filtration

Contracts resulting from this solicita-

tion may be awarded to multiple ven-

dors. All RFPs are subject to the Lead
Public Agency’s General Conditions &

Requirements to Offerors. Full specifi-
cations and proposal documents are

available via the CIESC Procurement

Portal at https://ciesc.cooppurchase.co
m.

Only proposals submitted through this

portal will be accepted.

Deadlines : Group #1 August 21, 2025,
by 11:00 AM ET and Group # 2 Septem-
ber 4, 2025, by 11AM ET.

7-17-25
- 0000874758-01

CLASSIFIED ADS PLUS

17110 GUNN HWY

ODESSA, FL 33556

Invoice/Order Number:

Ad Cost:

Paid:

Balance Due:

0000874758

$1,357.00

$1,357.00

$0.00
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Signed & sworn to me on this 23rd day of July, 2025.

7/16/2025, 7/23/2025

Revised, Quote 2x- The Governing
Board of the Central Indiana
Educational Service Center (CIESC)
 Group 1 Release date July 7, 2025
Group 2 Release date July 21, 2025

Barbra A. DeCapua

The Daily Commercial Record
706 Main Street, Dallas, Texas. 75202
(214) 741-6366
724266



Daily Journal of Commerce
1618 SW First Ave., Suite 400
Portland, OR, 97201
Phone: 503-226-1311 Fax: 503-222-5358

Affidavit of Publication

To: MCA Russell Johns - Kim Ridgeway
17110 Gunn Hwy
Odessa, FL, 335561909

Re: Legal Notice 4071737, Multiple Opportunities Available

State of OR }
} SS:

County of Multnomah }

I, Michelle A. Ropp, being duly sworn, depose and say that I am the Principal Clerk of the Daily Journal of Commerce, a
newspaper of general circulation in the counties of CLACKAMAS, MULTNOMAH, and WASHINGTON as defined by ORS
193.101 and 193.020, published in Portland in the aforesaid County and State; that I know from my personal knowledge that
the notice described as:
Multiple Opportunities Available
Central Indiana Educational Service Center
a printed copy of which is hereto annexed, was published in the entire issue of said newspaper 1 time(s) in the following
issues:
07/16/2025.

SEE EXHIBIT A
State of Oregon
County of Multnomah

SIGNED OR ATTESTED BEFORE ME ON 17th day of July 2025

Page 1 of 2

By:

Michelle A. Ropp

By:

Nicholas Bjork
Notary Public, State of OR

No. 1044188
My commission expires on January 10, 2028



EXHIBIT A
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ATTENTION: Kim Ridgeway
17110 Gunn Hwy
Odessa, FL 33556

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
Account # Order Number Identification Order PO Cols Depth

54178 60.0L2.0Legal Ad - IPL0254506IPL0254506

Request for Proposals
Request for Proposals (RFPs)
Multiple Opportunities Available
2 Proposal Deadlines as outlined below by group:  
August 21, 2025, by 11:00 AM ET and September 4, 2025, by 11AM ET. The Governing Board 
of the Central Indiana Educational Service Center (CIESC), acting as the Lead Public Agency 
on behalf of Edge Public and participating entities—including all K–12 schools, local and state 
government agencies, higher education institutions, and nonprofit organizations—is seeking 
proposals from qualified vendors for a range of RFPs:
Group 1 Release date July 7, 2025, deadline August 21, 2025, by 11:00 AM ET
• Educational School Supplies and Related Products
• Playground Equipment, Surfaces, Installation, and Related Services  
• Audio Visual Supplies and Services  
• Synthetic Turf Fields, Court Surfaces, Indoor Sports Flooring, and Related Services  
• Batteries, Power and Lighting  
Group 2 Release date July 21, 2025, deadline September 4, 2025, by 11:00 AM ET  
• Mobile Device Management
• Medical Supplies including AED’s
• Food service Equipment
• Air Filters and Filtration  
Contracts resulting from this solicitation may be awarded to multiple vendors. All RFPs are 
subject to the Lead Public Agency’s General Conditions & Requirements to Offerors. Full 
specifications and proposal documents are available via the CIESC Procurement Portal at 
https://ciesc.cooppurchase.com.
Only proposals submitted through this portal will be accepted.  
Deadlines : Group #1 August 21, 2025, by 11:00 AM ET and Group # 2 September 4, 2025, 
by 11AM ET.
IPL0254506
Jul 17 2025

State of South Carolina

County of Richland

I, the undersigned, makes oath that the advertisment, was published 
in The State, a newspaper published in the City of Columbia, State and 
County aforesaid, in the issue(s) of

1.0 insertion(s) published on: 
07/17/25 Digital

Sworn to and subscribed before 
me on

McClatchy
The Beaufort Gazette
The Belleville News-Democrat
Bellingham Herald
Centre Daily Times
Sun Herald
Idaho Statesman
Bradenton Herald
The Charlotte Observer
The State
Ledger-Enquirer

The Modesto Bee
The Sun News - Myrtle Beach
Raleigh News & Observer
Rock Hill | The Herald
The Sacramento Bee
San Luis Obispo Tribune
Tacoma | The News Tribune
Tri-City Herald
The Wichita Eagle
The Olympian

Durham | The Herald-Sun
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
The Fresno Bee
The Island Packet
The Kansas City Star
Lexington Herald-Leader
The Telegraph - Macon
Merced Sun-Star
Miami Herald
El Nuevo Herald

Print Tearsheet Link

Marketplace Link

Amy  Robbins

Mary  Castro

Online Notary Public. This notarial act involved the use of online audio/video communication
technology. Notarization facilitated by SIGNiX®

Jul 17, 2025, 9:03 AM EDT

Amy Robbins



Request for Proposals
Request for Proposals (RFPs)
Multiple Opportunities Available
2 Proposal Deadlines as outlined below by group:  
August 21, 2025, by 11:00 AM ET and September 4, 2025, by 11AM ET. The Governing Board 
of the Central Indiana Educational Service Center (CIESC), acting as the Lead Public Agency 
on behalf of Edge Public and participating entities—including all K–12 schools, local and state 
government agencies, higher education institutions, and nonprofit organizations—is seeking 
proposals from qualified vendors for a range of RFPs:
Group 1 Release date July 7, 2025, deadline August 21, 2025, by 11:00 AM ET
• Educational School Supplies and Related Products
• Playground Equipment, Surfaces, Installation, and Related Services  
• Audio Visual Supplies and Services  
• Synthetic Turf Fields, Court Surfaces, Indoor Sports Flooring, and Related Services  
• Batteries, Power and Lighting  
Group 2 Release date July 21, 2025, deadline September 4, 2025, by 11:00 AM ET  
• Mobile Device Management
• Medical Supplies including AED’s
• Food service Equipment
• Air Filters and Filtration  
Contracts resulting from this solicitation may be awarded to multiple vendors. All RFPs are 
subject to the Lead Public Agency’s General Conditions & Requirements to Offerors. Full 
specifications and proposal documents are available via the CIESC Procurement Portal at 
https://ciesc.cooppurchase.com.
Only proposals submitted through this portal will be accepted.  
Deadlines : Group #1 August 21, 2025, by 11:00 AM ET and Group # 2 September 4, 2025, 
by 11AM ET.
IPL0254506
Jul 17 2025



CIESC - Page 1 of 1

The Sun (San Bernardino)
473 E. Carnegie Drive, Suite 250
San Bernardino, California 92408
(909) 386-3864

0011746268

My Classified ads
17110 Gunn Hwy
Odessa, Florida 33556

PROOF OF PUBLICATION
(2015.5 C.C.P.)

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
County of San Bernardino

I am a citizen of the United States and a resident of the County
aforesaid; I am over the age of eighteen years, and not party
to or interested in the above-entitled matter. I am the principal
clerk of the printer of The Sun (San Bernardino), a newspaper
of general circulation, printed and published in the City of San
Bernardino*, County of San Bernardino, and which newspaper
has been adjudged a newspaper of general circulation by the
Superior Court of County of San Bernardino, State of
California, under the date of 06/20/1952, Case No. 73084. The
notice, of which the annexed is a printed copy (set in type not
smaller than nonpareil), has been published in each regular
and entire issue of said newspaper and not in any supplement
thereof on the following dates, to wit:

07/18/2025, 07/25/2025

I certify (or declare) under the penalty of perjury that the
foregoing is true and correct.

Dated at San Bernardino, California

On this 25th day of July, 2025.

______________________________
Signature
*The Sun (San Bernardino) circulation includes the following cities:
[UNKNOWN LIST]



Albany Times Union

News Plaza

Box 15000

Albany, New York 12212

MCA RUSSELL JOHNS Account Number: 600133349

Order Number: IPLATU0090633

7853 Gunn Hwy

Tampa FL 33626

STATE OF NEW YORK)
SS.:

COUNTY OF ERIE)

The undersigned, being duly sworn, says that he/she is a Authorized Custodian of Records of THE TIMES

UNION, a daily newspaper printed in the county of Albany, Town of Colonie, and Published in the County of

Albany, Town of Colonie and the City of Albany, aforesaid and that notice of which a printed copy is annexed has

been regularly published in the said ALBANY TIMES UNION on the following dates:

07/17/2025

George Hearst, Publisher

By:
__

MMA CURVY,
Nora Hewson

Authorized Designee of George Hearst, Publisher of the Times Union

re-me, this
17th

day of July

Notary Public Signature

Tyshawn Harrison

Notary Public - State of New York

No. 01HA0005298

Qualified in Erie County
Commission Expires 04/07/2027

IPLATU0090633

 



Request for Proposals (RFPs)
Multiple Opportunities Available
2 Proposal Deadlines as outlined below by group:
August 21, 2025, by 11:00 AM ET and September 4, 2025, 
by 11AM ET.
The Governing Board of the Central Indiana Educational 
Service Center (CIESC), acting as the Lead Public Agency 
on behalf of Edge Public and participating entities—includ-
ing all K–12 schools, local and state government agencies, 
higher education institutions, and nonprofit organizations—
is seeking proposals from qualified vendors for a range of 
RFPs:
Group 1 Release date July 7, 2025, deadline August 21, 
2025, by 11:00 AM ET

• Educational School Supplies and Related Products
• Playground Equipment, Surfaces, Installation, and 

Related Services
• Audio Visual Supplies and Services
• Synthetic Turf Fields, Court Surfaces, Indoor Sports 

Flooring, and Related Services
• Batteries, Power and Lighting

Group 2 Release date July 21, 2025, deadline September 4, 
2025, by 11:00 AM ET

• Mobile Device Management
• Medical Supplies including AED’s
• Food service Equipment
• Air Filters and Filtration

Contracts resulting from this solicitation may be awarded to 
multiple vendors. All RFPs are subject to the Lead Public 
Agency’s General Conditions & Requirements to Offerors. 
Full specifications and proposal documents are available 
via the CIESC Procurement Portal at https://ciesc.cooppur-
chase.com.
Only proposals submitted through this portal will be 
accepted.
Deadlines : Group #1 August 21, 2025, by 11:00 AM ET and 
Group # 2 September 4, 2025, by 11AM ET.

 IPLATU0090633



Sold To: 
MCA Russell Johns - CU80161720
17110 Gunn Hwy
Odessa, FL 33556-1909

Bill To:
MCA Russell Johns - CU80161720
17110 Gunn Hwy
Odessa, FL 33556-1909

Affidavit of Publication

State of Illinois
County of Cook

Order Number: 7839851 
Purchase Order: 

This day, Jeremy Gates appeared before me and, after being duly sworn, made oath that: 

1) He/she is affidavit clerk of Virginia Gazette, a newspaper published by Daily Press, LLC in the city of 
Williamsburg and the state of Virginia
2) That the advertisement hereto annexed has been published in said newspaper on the dates stated 
below
3) The advertisement has been produced on the websites classifieds.pilotonline.com and  
https://www.publicnoticevirginia.com

Published on: Jul 19, 2025.
___________________________________________________________________________________

Jeremy Gates

Subscribed and sworn to before me in my city and state on the day and year aforesaid this 20 day of July, 
2025

My commission expires October 26, 2026

Notary Signature

Notary Stamp
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11495079, 1388753

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

State of Wisconsin

County of Brown

linda tust☐ being duly sworn, deposes and says she is the Principal Clerk of The Joumal News,
Division of Gannett Newspaper Subsidiary, publishers of following newspaper published in Westchester and Rockland

Counties, State of New York, of which annexed is a printed copy, out from said newspaper has been published in said
newspaper editions dated:

07/17/2025

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 17 day of July, 2025

lndatuut

oay Soyen
Notary Public
State of Wisconsin, County of Brown

Nancy Heyıman
Notary Public, State of Wiscensin
"ommission Expires,

5.1527

2/3



Request for Proposals
Request for Proposals (RFPs)
Multiple Opportunities Available
2 Proposal Deadlines as outlined below by group:
August 21, 2025, by 11:00 AM ET and September 4, 2025, by
11AM ET. The Governing Board of the Central Indiana Educa-
tional Service Center (CIESC), acting as the Lead Public Agency
on behalf of Edge Public and participating entities-including
all K-12 schools, local and state government agencies, higher
education institutions, and nonprofit organizations-is seeking
proposals from qualified vendors for a range of RFPs:
Group 1 Release date July 7, 2025, deadline August 21, 2025,
by 11:00 AM ET

Educational School Supplies and Related Products
⚫ Playground Equipment, Surfaces, Installation, and Related

Services

Audio Visual Supplies and Services
Synthetic Turf Fields, Court Surfaces, Indoor Sports Floor-
ing, and Related Services
Batteries, Power and Lighting

Group 2 Release date July 21, 2025, deadline September 4,
2025, by 11:00 AM ET

• Mobile Device Management

Medical Supplies including AED's
Food service Equipment
Air Filters and Filtration

Contracts resulting from this solicitation may be awarded to
multiple vendors, All RFPs are subject to the Lead Public Agen-
cy's General Conditions & Requirements to Offerors. Full specі-
fications and proposal documents are available via the CIESC
Procurement Portal at https://ciesc.cooppurchase.com.
Only proposals submitted through this portal will be accepted.
Deadlines: Group #1 August 21, 2025, by 11:00 AM ET and
Group # 2 September 4. 2025. by 11AM ET.

July 17 2025
LNÝS0329452
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MCA
russell

johns

National Women Breiness Oumers Corporatio
NWBOC
WOSB CERTIRED

July 16, 2025
Affidavit of Publication

To Whom It May Concern:

I am a duly authorized representative of MCA Russell Johns Associates LLC, the company handling the

advertising matters for USA Today a daily newspaper distributed within the United States.

A public notice ad was placed by Edge Public (CIESC) and was published in said newspaper within the

marketplace section of the National USA Today Marketplace on July 16, 2025.

Anthony Pacini

On tis 1 dayot uly
unaltered tearsheet.

I attest that the attached document is a true, exact, complete, and

Eeeirk otellNotary

ELISABETH KIDWELL
Notary Public- State of Florida

Commission # HH 517131
My Comm. Expires Apr 17, 2028

Bonced through Vational Notary Assn.

OF FLO

Russell Johns Associates 17110 Gunn Hwy, Odessa Florida 33556



LOCALIQ
Observer-Dispatch | Daily Messenger
Times Telegram | New Jersey Herald

Times Herald-Record

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

My Classified Ads

17110 Gunn HWY

Odessa FL 33556-1909

STATE OF WISCONSIN, COUNTY OF BROWN

The New Jersey Herald, a newspaper printed, published and of
general circulation in the County of Sussex, State of New Jersey,

and personal knowledge of the facts herein state and that the

notice hereto annexed was Published in said newspapers in the

issues dated on:

07/17/2025

and that the fees charged are legal.
Sworn to and subscribed before on 07/17/2025

any platt
udeacbs

Notary, State of WI, County of Prown

My commission expires

8-21-216

PO Box 631202 Cincinnati, OH 45263-1202

Request for Proposals (RFPs)

Multiple Opportunities Available
2 Proposal Deadlines as outlined below by

group:

August 21, 2025, by 11:00 AM ET and

September 4, 2025, by 11AM ЕТ.

The Governing Board of the Central Indi-

ana Educational Service Center (CIESC),

acting as the Lead Public Agency on

behalf of Edge Public and participating

entitles-including all K-12 schools, local
and state government agencies, higher

education institutions, and nonprofit orgo-

nizations is seeking proposals from quali-

fied vendors for a range of RFPs:

Group 1 Release date July 7, 2025, dead-

line August 21, 2025, by 11:00 AMET

• Educational School Supplies and Related

Products

• Playground Equipment, Surfaces,

Installation, and Related Services

• Audio Visual Supplies and Services

• Synthetic Turf Fields, Court Surfaces,
Indoor, Sports Flooring, and Related

Services

• Batteries, Power and Lighting

Group 2 Release date July 21, 2025, dead-

line September 4, 2025, by 11:00 AM ET

• Mobile Device Management

• Medical Supplies including AED's

• Food service Equipment

Air Filters and Filtration

Contracts resulting from this solicitation

may be awarded to multiple vendors. AlI
RFPs are subject to the Lead Public

Agency's General Conditions & Require-

ments to Offerors. Full specifications and
proposal documents are available via the

CIESC Procurement Portal at

https://ciesc.cooppurchase.com.

Only proposals submitted through this

portal will be accepted.

Deadlines: Group #1 August 21, 2025, by

11:00 AM ET and Group # 2 September 4,

2025, by 11AM ET.

Order No: 11486963 # of Copies:

Customer No: 1065338 0

PO #:

THIS IS NOT AN INVOICE!

Please do not use this form for payment remittance.

NICOLE JACOBS

Notary Pubiic

State of Wisconsin

Page 1 of 1



SPORTS USA TODAY WEDNESDAY JULY 16, 2025 5C

Place your

advertisement in

USA TODAY’s

Marketplace!

To advertise, contact

us at: 800-397-0070

sales@russelljohns.com

WANT TO

ADVERTISE?

ASK US...
WE CAN HELP!

Choice Partners (CP), a division of Harris County Department 

of Education (HCDE), is a national cooperative that will be 

accepting proposals in response to the following Request  

for Proposals (RFP). Interested proposers may go to  

www.choicepartners.org and register to download  

the solicitation or call 877-696-2122. 

•  RFP 25/048MF for Electronic Waste Recycling and Disposal 
Services are due by Thursday, July 31, 2025 @ 2:00 PM CT.

All proposals must be submitted via the HCDE online eBid 

System at the following link: https://hcdeebid.ionwave.net.  

Proposals will be opened via Zoom; 

Information regarding dates, times, and a link to 

join the meeting is located within the eBid System 

under the “Activities” tab specific to the solicitation.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICES

For advertising information: 1.800.397.0070   www.russelljohns.com/usat

MARKETPLACE TODAY
To view more Classified listings,
visit: classifieds.usatoday.com

All classifi ed ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. USA Today reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad 
at any time. Errors must be reported in the fi rst day of publication. USA Today shall not be liable for any loss or expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICES

Request for Proposals (RFPs)
Multiple Opportunities Available

2 Proposal Deadlines as outlined below by group:

August 21, 2025, by 11:00 AM ET and September 4, 2025, by 11AM ET. 

The Governing Board of the Central Indiana Educational Service Center 
(CIESC), acting as the Lead Public Agency on behalf of Edge Public and 
participating entities—including all K–12 schools, local and state government 
agencies, higher education institutions, and nonprofit organizations—
is seeking proposals from qualified vendors for a range of RFPs: 
 

Group 1 Release date July 7, 2025, deadline August 21, 2025, by 11:00 AM ET
 

• Educational School Supplies and Related Products 
• Playground Equipment, Surfaces, Installation, and Related Services 
• Audio Visual Supplies and Services 
•  Synthetic Turf Fields, Court Surfaces, Indoor Sports Flooring, and 

Related Services
• Batteries, Power and Lighting 

Group 2 Release date July 21, 2025, deadline September 4, 2025, by 11:00 AM ET

• Mobile Device Management 
• Medical Supplies including AED’s 
• Food Service Equipment 
• Air Filters and Filtration

Contracts resulting from this solicitation may be awarded to 
multiple vendors. All RFPs are subject to the Lead Contracting 
Agency’s General Conditions & Requirements to Offerors.

Full specifications and proposal documents are available via the 
CIESC Procurement Portal at https://ciesc.cooppurchase.com. Only 
proposals submitted through this portal will be accepted.

Deadlines :Group #1 August 21, 2025, by 11:00 AM ET and Group # 2 
September 4, 2025, by 11AM ET.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICES

ADVERTISE

HERE

USA TODAY’s
Marketplace Today

To Advertise:
800-397-0070

sales@russelljohns.com

True to his form, SEC Commissioner
Greg Sankey boasted July 14 that no-
body outside of his conference would
trade its own league schedule in favor of
an eight-game SEC schedule.

Sankey’s biased, but is he wrong? 
Well, he’s exaggerating – a bit, at

least.
“I don’t believe there’s anyone look-

ing to swap their conference schedule
and its opponents with the opponents
played by SEC conference teams in our
conference schedule,” Sankey claimed
in televised remarks on the �rst day of
his conference’s media days.

Wisconsin might like a word. So, too,
might Rutgers. Each received a brutal
nine-game Big Ten draw.

Upon close examination of confer-
ence schedules, I don’t buy that no one
would trade its conference schedule in
favor of an SEC schedule.

Sankey is entitled to tout the SEC’s
overall strength and that of its confer-
ence schedule. SEC teams consistently
produce lofty strength-of-schedule
metrics. The conference remains collec-
tively stout, even as the Big Team’s
cream became as sweet or sweeter as
any league’s top end the past couple of
seasons.

Sankey neglected to mention,
though, that the SEC’s eight-game con-
ference schedule – the Big Ten and 
Big 12 play nine conference games – al-
lows its members to play more cupcake
opponents than any other conference.
He also overstated the number of SEC
teams playing 10 games against Power
Four competition.

And, he’s exaggerating when he says
nobody would trade its conference
schedule in favor of an SEC schedule.
Most teams wouldn’t trade. A few likely
would trade schedules this season.

Let’s review some of Sankey’s claims
in his state of the conference address:

Sankey: “In the SEC, we play eight
conference games while some others
play nine conference games. Never been
a secret.”

Fact-check: This is accurate. The

SEC and ACC play eight conference
games and require their members to
play a power conference opponent in
the non-conference schedule. Notre
Dame and the two remaining Pac-12
teams count toward that non-confer-
ence requirement.

The Big Ten and Big 12 play nine con-
ference games. Their members are not
required to play a non-conference oppo-
nent from a power conference.

Most, but not all, Big Ten and Big 12
teams play at least one non-conference
game against a Power Four non-confer-
ence opponent.

Sankey: “We’re going to continue to
evaluate whether increasing the num-
ber of conference football games is ap-
propriate for us. As I’ve said repeatedly,
understanding how the (College Foot-
ball Playo�) will evaluate strength of
schedule and even strength of record is
critically important in our decision-
making.”

Fact-check: This is accurate. Sankey
would prefer that the SEC add a ninth
conference game, but his membership
has resisted that so far. The SEC has not
decided on its conference schedule for
2026 and beyond, so the possibility of
increasing to nine games remains an
option.

It’s fair to say the undecided nature
of the College Football Playo� format for
2026 a�ects the SEC’s schedule debate.

Sankey: “Last season, all 16 members
of the Southeastern Conference played
at least nine games against what you
would label power opponents. We had
several that played 10 of their 12 games
against power opponents. Some confer-
ences have that, some don’t. The same
will be true this year.”

Fact check: Let’s unpack Sankey’s
claim that “several” SEC teams played 
10 power opponents last season and will
do so again this year. In fact, only three
SEC teams played at least 10 Power Four

opponents during the 2024 regular sea-
son. Florida played 11 Power Four oppo-
nents. Georgia and LSU played 10.

This season, Alabama, Florida and
South Carolina are the only SEC teams
that will play 10 Power Four opponents.
The rest will play nine Power Four oppo-
nents, except for Ole Miss, which plays
eight SEC opponents, plus Washington
State from the Pac-12.

Most teams from the ACC, Big Ten
and Big 12 will play at least 10 games
against Power Four competition. A
handful of ACC, Big Ten and Big 12
teams only play nine Power Four oppo-
nents. Baylor and TCU from the Big 12
will play 11 games against Power Four
competition.

Sankey: “I don’t believe there’s any-
one looking to swap their conference
schedule and its opponents with the op-
ponents played by SEC Conference
teams in our conference schedule, be it
eight or nine” conference games.

Fact-check: This opinion seems ex-
aggerated. Wisconsin will play seven of
its nine Big Ten games against teams
that �nished 8-5 or better last season. In
October, the Badgers will play Michigan
(road), Iowa, Ohio State and Oregon
(road) in successive weeks.

Including a non-conference game at
Alabama, Wisconsin will play at least
�ve, and maybe six, teams expected 
to be ranked in the US LBM preseason
Top 25 Coaches Poll. The Badgers will
play three games against teams that
made the playo� last season within a
gantlet that ranks among the nation’s
toughest schedules.

Comparatively, Missouri’s eight-
game SEC schedule includes only three
teams that won at least eight games last
season and no teams that made the
Playo�. Tennessee and Auburn also
drew favorable conference schedules,
as compared to Wisconsin’s.

Rutgers’ Big Ten schedule includes a
home game against Oregon and road
games against Illinois, Ohio State and
Penn State, all of which are expected to
be preseason top-15 teams. The Scarlet
Knights could be better o� trading for an
SEC schedule.

A small queue of power conference
teams likely would trade their confer-
ence schedule in favor of an eight-game
SEC draw, with Wisconsin standing at
the head of the line. 

Sankey embellishes bold claims about SEC schedule

SEC Commissioner Greg Sankey speaks to the media during SEC Media Days at

Omni Atlanta Hotel on July 14. JORDAN GODFREE/IMAGN IMAGES

Blake Toppmeyer

College football columnist

USA TODAY NETWORK

ESPN analyst and former Alabama
football quarterback Greg McElroy
dropped quite the bombshell involving
Nick Saban at SEC Media Days July 14.

McElroy, during his radio show on the
morning of July 14, said he was told by
someone “very much in the know” that
Saban, the seven-time national champi-
onship winner, would return to coaching
at some point. McElroy added his source
was “adamant” about the prediction.

McElroy wasn’t the only person to
predict Saban returning to football, ei-
ther, as Ole Miss coach Lane Ki�n later
echoed the prediction regarding his for-
mer boss at Alabama.

“I don’t think he’s done,” Ki�n told
reporters in a breakout session in Atlan-
ta, per the The Clarion Ledger, part of
the USA TODAY Network. “... Whether
it’s college or NFL, I think he’ll be back.”

Saban, who retired after the 2023-24
season, is currently an ESPN analyst

and key member of “College GameDay.”
His last game came in an overtime loss
to eventual national champion Michi-
gan at the Rose Bowl in the 2024 College
Football Playo�. 

“A very much in the know person that
I have a lot of respect for and have spent
a lot of time around, and just really, real-
ly admire – they seem to think Nick Sa-
ban is not done coaching,” McElroy said
on the “McElroy & Cubelic in the Morn-
ing” show on WJOX radio in Birming-
ham, Alabama. “He’s pretty adamant
that he thinks Nick Saban will be coach-
ing again.”

McElroy then added: “If it wasn’t
someone notable, I would never say a
word.”

ESPN personality Paul Finebaum re-
sponded to McElroy by shooting down
what McElroy shared, stating he doesn’t
think Saban is coming back.

“You know Nick Saban better than I
do, but I ran into somebody the other
day who spends time with Saban in
Florida – you can imagine where – and

said that he is literally having the time of
his life,” Finebaum said. “Why wouldn’t
he? I’m much closer to Nick Saban’s age
than you are and I can assure when you
have everything you want and start
playing golf at the best golf clubs in
America, and you start making friends
who belong to even better golf clubs, and
you make a lot of money for doing very

little work on TV, the interest in doing
what he walked away from is not very
high.

“He had a better situation at Alabama
the day he left than he’ll have anywhere
he goes, let’s say next year. I don’t know
if it’s college or pros. Could he be talked
into something in the NFL? I don’t know
how, because I don’t think that itch
burns anymore either. 

“But my opinion is Nick Saban is done
in coaching.”

If Saban were to return to college
football, he’d be the oldest active head
coach, as he’s one year older than North
Carolina’s Bill Belichick. He’d be the sec-
ond-oldest coach in the NFL, as he’s a
few months younger than Las Vegas
Raiders coach Pete Carroll.

The 11-time SEC champion, consid-
ered the best coach in college football
history, seemed like a long shot to return
to the sidelines. That scenario may not
be quite as far-fetched as it was once
thought, at least according to two prom-
inent SEC �gures.

McElroy, Ki�n think Saban will return to sidelines
Austin Curtright

USA TODAY NETWORK

Ex-Alabama coach Nick Saban takes

part in the Golden Bear Pro-Am on 

May 28. MICHAEL REAVES/GETTY IMAGES
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